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Greetings to all of our
members. As I considered
the content of this issue’s
President's Message one of
the first things that came
to mind is how close we
are to the holidays, again!
It is amazing how fast
time goes by, especially
the more “advanced” in
years we become.

As I approach the content
of this letter one of the
first things I would like to
do is to thank Denise
Wassmer, our newsletter
editor, and Jennifer Day,
who has provided generous
assistance to Denise, for
the content and publication
of this newsletter. Nice
goin’ ladies!

Here are some upcom-
ing events that we
have planned and hope
to see you there. Our
annual Awards Cere-
mony will be held at
the Veterans Memorial
Center on October
23 at 1:00 PM. The
organization is planning
a Veteran's day “social
event” at a place to
be determined. It will
most likely be a
“potluck” picnic at one
of the local parks.
Stay tuned for more
information.  If you
have questions please
call myself or any
other organization of-
ficer. Plans most
likely will be finalized
at the October 10™
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meeting. Also be on
the lookout for the
location and date
for our annual
Christmas get to-
gether.

I would also like to
take this opportuni-
ty to thank those
who attended and
participated in the
POW/MIA Remem-
brance Ceremony on
September 16™ at
the Veteran's Me-
morial Center on
Merritt Island. Our
own Bill Sauerwine
was a speaker at
the event and the
colors were posted
by the Space Coast
Young Marines.
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Upcoming Events
22 October 2011 Stand
Down

23 October 2011 VVB
Awards Ceremony

5—6 Nov 2011 Cocoa
Beach Air Show
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President’'s Message cont.

Jack Jackson participated by
posting the POW/MIA flag
and acted as our bugler. We
do not have an exact count of
the attendees, but between
fifty and sixty people attend-
ed.

As a speaker at the event,
County Commissioner Chuck
Nelson issued a challenge to
all present to come next year
and bring someone with them.
Good idea and an easy way to
double our attendance.

Recently myself, Don
Wassmer, our Vice President,
and Ralph Earrusso, our
Treasurer, attended a meeting
with Brevard County District
Two Commissioner Chuck Nel-
son for the purpose of estab-
lishing where we fit into the
development of the Veteran's
Memorial Park on Merritt Is-
land.  The results of that
meeting were encouraging.
We were advised that we are
included in the county's plan
for this area and will be pro-
vided with a package describ-
ing how exactly we fit in.
One of the features of the
proposed plan is that there
will be a place for us to dis-
play our Vietnam Travelling
Memorial Wall. Just because
the county is including us in

this plan does not mean
that we will have funds
given to us to complete
a "new home”. It is my
considered opinion that
this project must be
considered a priority by
the membership and
that we need to ap-
proach this issue with
the same urgency and
energy that we gave
the construction of our
“wall”. Costs have not
yet been determined
but it will not be inex-
pensive.  Any sugges-
tions from the member-
ship regarding how to
raise funds for this
project would be appre-
ciated and appropriately
considered.  This will
not be easy but I believe
that our organization has

the capability and the will to do
this. A new home would certainly
breathe new life into our ability to
attract new members and into the
purpose of the organization.

If you are not attending meetings
and live in the area we would cer-
tainly welcome your presence at
our General Membership meetings.
They are held on the second Mon-
day of each month at Kay's Barbe-
que on SR 520 in Cocoa. Hope to
see you there! Floyd
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Members Needed!

The Perimeter is taking on a new look and direction.
Members are encouraged to send interesting arti-

cles to

Denise. Any and all suggestions will be

taken into consideration, so, feel free to SPEAK

UP!




VVB Color Guard and Rifle Team

Color Guard - Bill Sauerwine resigned as
Chairman of the VVB Color Guard; Bob
Bodine stepped up to take this position.
There is a great need of volunteers for
this program. A motion was made at the
last general membership meeting to
change the appearance of the uniforms
worn, and select shirts and pants that
match, and are more comfortable in the
heat.

By-Law Amendment

Change Proposed - ARTICLE VII - - OFFIC-
ES, Section 7.2 reads as follows: "All Offic-
ers and Directors must be registered regu-
lar members. To serve in the office of Pres-
ident, or Vice President you shall be a vet-
eran who served in a military organization
that fulfilled a combat role, and received
an honorable discharge as shown on their
DD Form 214. All Officers claiming veteran
status must hold an honorable discharge
with a DD 214 on file." An amendment
change to this section has been requested
to eliminate " that fulfilled a combat role".

Veterans Justice Outreach

Veterans Justice Outreach (VJO)
- Representatives of the Brevard
County judicial system, veteran
service organizations Florida In-
stitute of Technology, mental
health providers and the Veterans
Administration have been meeting
monthly to create a Veterans Jus-
tice Outreach Program. The pur-
pose of the VJO initiative is to
prevent homelessness among jus-
tice-involved Veterans. Justice-
involved Veterans are Veterans
who have crisis encounters with
law enforcement in the community,
are jailed for relatively brief peri-

A corporal needed to use a pay phone, but didn't have change for a
dollar. He saw a private mopping the floors, and asked him, "Soldier,
do you have change for a dollar?" The private replied, "Sure." The
corporal gave him an icy stare. He said, "That's no way to address a

i ok
CIII'I superior officer! Now let's try it again. Private, do you have change
“ “ for a dollar?" The private replied, "No, SIR!"

ods of time for offenses that do
not result in prison time, and/or are
adjudicated or monitored by either
local criminal courts or specialty
treatment courts, such as drug and
mental health courts, usually for
extended periods of time. VIO

l Specialists reach in to the criminal
Jjustice system to ensure that eligi-
ble justice-involved Veterans have
timely access to Veterans Health

Administration (VHA) mental health
and substance abuse services when
clinically indicated.
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Cocoa Beach Air Show Nov 5 & 6 2011

The 2011 Cocoa Beach Air Show will
feature a diverse line up of per-
formers including the Heavy Metal
Jet Team, F-18 Super Hornet and
U.S. Navy Seals Leap Frogs! Mili-
tary jet demonstrations, parachute
team jumps, civilian aerobatic per-
formers and formation teams with
soar over the beachfront on No-
vember 5-6, 2011 from nhoon to

4pm.. A nominal fee of $5.00 will
be charged for General Viewing
beach access inside the aerobatic
box except for Cocoa Beach resi-
dents. General Viewing extends
from the Hilton to north of Sidney
Fisher Park and from the Interna-
tional Palms to North 4th

street. This is the aerial 35 yard
line to the end zone on both the

North and

South sides. There is a charge of
$5.00 per person for general view-
ing fo make it possible to continue
to host an annual air show in Cocoa
Beach. You can pre-purchase Gen-
eral Viewing tickets online and avoid
the lines the day of the event.

Stand Down @ DAV 109 Titusville

Stand Down at DAV 109 in Ti-
tusville October 22™ - The origi-
nal Stand Down for homeless veter-
ans was modeled after the Stand
Down concept used during the Vi-
etnam War to provide a safe re-
treat for units returning from com-
bat operations. At secure base
camp areas, froops were able to
take care of personal hygiene, get
clean uniforms, enjoy warm meals,
receive medical and dental care,
mail and receive letters, and enjoy
the camaraderie of friends ina
safe environment. Stand Down af-
forded battle-weary soldiers the

opportunity to renew their spirit,
health and overall sense of well-
being. That is the purpose of the
Stand Down for homeless veterans,
and achieving those objectives re-
quires a wide range of support ser-
vices and time. The program is suc-
cessful because it brings these ser-
vices to one location, making them
more accessible o homeless veter-
ans. Volunteers are needed to help
escort the veterans to the various
services that are set up for the
day. Contact DAV 109 321-269-
0109.

e 4500 homeless
veterans in FL

e 700 homeless
veterans in Brevard

e 45% suffering from
PTSD

e Over 70% suffering
with alcohol and drug
abuse problems.

Vietnham and All Veterans of Florida State Coalition

Vietnam and All Veterans of Flor-
ida State Coalition
Meeting October 28™
and 29™ will be hosted
by the VVB. Oct 28™
will be our Meet and
Greet starting at 6pm.
Meet delegates of the
other organizations around the

state. Saturday the
meeting will start at 10
a.m. All VVB members
are welcomed to sit in on
this meeting. Infor-
mation is disseminated
by the various groups, as
well as strategic planning
for our Veterans' fu-

tures. The entire event

will be held at the Holiday Inn,
8298 N Wickham Rd, Mel-
bourne; 321-255-0077. The
hotel is located at the I-95 In-
terchange.
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Veterans Transitional Facility

The facility is busy as ever. Re-
cently the committee approved the
removal of the old and very ineffi-
cient window units . The units have
been replaced with brand new high
efficiency central air and heat units.
This will significantly reduce the
amount of energy used during the hot
summer months and the cold winter
months.

The Home Depot Foundation Grant
of $2,000 was used to purchase 2
new high efficiency washers and 2
new gas dryers. The ancient units
were donated to a local boy scout
troop for a project that required

large metal drums.

We are currently helping 13 veter-
ans and 7 dependents (as of 24 Au-
gust). There are 4 children, 2 boys
(age 6) and a boy and girl (age 2). If
you have any donations please contact
the facility to find out any immediate
needs. Donations are given directly
to residents, stored for future use,
or passed on to other organizations in
need. Nothing will go to waste. For
more information call Paul Whitmore
at 321 409 8167.

Drawing by Mr. Manning, a
resident of the transitional

facility.

Brevard Remembers 9-11

A ceremony was held at the Space
Coast Stadium on September 11™ as
it has been ten years since the 9/11
tragedy. The event was well-
attended in spite of brutal heat. The
9/11, Iraq and Afghanistan Tribute
Panels were displayed in the baseball
diamond, with the Sea cadets stand-
ing watch. The ceremony opened with
the Presentation of the Colors (color
guards from police, fire dept, military
organizations and others). The Na-

tional Anthem was sung by Miss Gina
Marie Incandela, who sang the most
beautiful rendition of the National
Anthem I have ever heard. Speakers
present were COL Danny McKnight,
US Army (Ret), Jackie Colon, M\/SGT
Noel Sepulveda, USAF (ret) - hero of
the Pentagon; Tom Denni, NYPD First
Responder; Fire Marshall Thomas Ub-
ertini; and Tom Redmond on behalf of
the Civilian Victims. There was a fly-
over that was quite the surprise, and

POW/MIA

delighted the crowd. This was a re-
membrance worthy of the heroes,
victims and families of 9/11.

The Brevard Veterans Council also
held a 10™ year remembrance of 9/11.
Guest speakers were Jack Parker,
Sheriff of Brevard Co.; Dennis Me-
terer, Deputy Fire Chief of Brevard
Co.; Ben DuBose, NY/NJ Port Author-
ity Police Officer (Ret).

POW/MIA Day - The 25™
Annual POW/MIA Recogni-
tion Day was held at the Vet-
erans Memorial Center on
September 16™. Presenta-
tion of the Colors was per-
formed by the Marine Corps
Young Marine; Speakers in-

cluded County Commissioner
Chuck Nelson, Karen Andreas
and Bill Vagianos, President of

the Veterans Memorial Center.

Bill Sauerwine, Chairman of

POW/MIA for the VVB gave a
historical presentation as well.
The ceremony ended with the

light vigil, rifle salute, and
taps. The ceremony was
dedicated to Maj. Morgan
Donahue, MIA, Laos in
1968. Maj. Donahue is a
resident of Cocoa.
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Mission Statement

Vietnam and All Veterans of Provide assistance to Vietham and all Veterans in their readjustment to life in the

Brevard

nature.

civilian community. The services provided by the corporation will be charitable in

To provide aid to economically, emotionally, and culturally deprived persons and

PO Box 237225
Cocoa, FL 32922-7225

groups through education, sports, and motivational programs.

To make available to the public, information regarding the worthwhile and notewor-

thy contributions to the Brevard County community by Vietnam and all Veterans, and
information regarding the activities and programs initiated by the corporation.

Phone: 321-690-0805

To work toward the elimination of discrimination suffered by Vietnam and all Veter-

Fax: 321-690-0106
Email: thevvbbunker@aol.com

Veterans to maximize self

fulfillment.

Veterans Helping Veterans

ans and to develop channels of communication, which will assist Vietnam and all
-realization and enrichment of their lives and enhance life

To study on a nonpartisan basis proposed legislation or rules and regulations intro-

duced in any federal, state, or local legislative or administrative body which may
affect the social, economic, educational or physical welfare of Vietham and all Vet-

-

Kk out the Website:

hec
Che ansofbrevard.com

Viatr\umondal\ve’rer

erans, and develop policy proposals designed to address the value of such proposed
legislation.

To conduct and publish research on a nonpartisan basis, pertaining to the relation-
ship between all Veterans and the American society, the Combat experience, and
the role of the United States in securing a peaceful coexistence in the world commu-

V nity

To engage in all other activities which are related to the foregoing purposes provid-

ed, however, that the corporation shall have no purpose and shall exercise no power

which would prevent it from qualifying as an organization described in 501(c)(3) of

the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 as exempt from taxation under Section 501(a),

and to which contributions and gifts may be made which would entitle the donor to

the allowance of a deduction under the provisions of Section 170 of said Internal

Revenue Code.

HUD, VA to Provide Permanent Housing,
Case Management to Nearly 100 Home-
less Veterans - U.S. Housing and Urban
Development Secretary Shaun Donovan and
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Sec-
retary Eric K. Shinseki announced that
HUD will provide nearly $1 million to public
housing authorities in the District of Co-
lumbia, Tallahassee, Fla., and Providence,
R.I. to supply permanent housing and case
management for nearly 100 homeless veter-
ans in America. The funding is provided
through the Veterans Affairs Supportive
Housing Program (HUD-VASH) funding to
support homeless veterans.

VA Streamlines Online Applications for
Health Benefits Renewal - Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) has automated its
online Health Benefits Renewal (10-10EZR)
form as part of its ongoing effort to
streamline access to benefits.

Veterans get more education benefits
for non-degree training: veterans who

have served in the past decade can use
more of their education benefits for job
training that doesn't lead to a degree.
The Post-9/11 GI Bill, which has provided

benefits to more than 558,000 veterans
and family members, is expanding to include
vocational training, flight programs, on-the-
job training, apprenticeships and state

licensing for trades.. For more infor-
mation, visit .gibill.va.gov or call 888-
GIBILL-1(888-442-4551

VA Extends Traumatic Injury Benefits-
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is
extending retroactive traumatic injury bene-
fits to service members who suffered quali-
fying injuries during the period Oct. 7, 2001
to Nov. 30, 2005, regardless of the geo-
graphic location where the injuries occurred.
Effective Oct. 1, the Service members'
Group Life Insurance (SGLI) Traumatic Inju-
ry Protection benefit (TSGLT) will be paya-
ble for all qualifying injuries incurred during
this period. This retroactive benefit is paya-

ble whether or not the service member had
SGLI coverage at the time of the injury.
Applications are currently being accepted by
branch of service TSGLI offices. To find out
if you are eligible, visit the VA website at
www.insurance.va.gov/sgliSite/TSGLI/
Retro.htm.
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PAFB Project Emeritus Volunteers

Needed!

Project Emeritus is a program to solicit volunteers from the retired military and civil service popu-
lation and their spouses to assist base personnel in mission support operations. Project Emeritus
volunteers have been assigned to work at numerous base locations, including base personnel, the
wellness center, the base visitor center and the golf course. They are used at Patrick Air Force
Base, Cape Canaveral and the Warbird Museum in Titusville. Volunteers give a minimum of 4 hours a
week to support active duty airmen. They set their own schedules, working in an area of interest or
expertise they select. Many agencies need assistance. If you're interested please call (321) 494-
7656.

PERKS: Designated parking at BX and Commissary; Preference when turning in all prescriptions at
the base pharmacy; Able to eat at the base dining facility, the Riverside Dining Facility, guests
are also welcome; Feel of community and family; Support the Air Force and 45th Space Wing mis-
sion!

2011 MEMBERSHIP APPLCATION/RENEWAL/CHANGE OF ADDRESS
FORM
Vietnam and All Veterans of Brevard, Inc.
P. O. Box 237225
Cocoa, FL 32923-7225

Membership in the VVB is open to veterans, family and supporters at annual dues of $15.00 on the calendar year. New
member dues after July is $10.00. Veterans should include a copy of your DD-214. Non-refundable Life Memberships
are: Age 54 and under, $175.00; 55-64, $125.00; 65 and up, $75.00.

New Member:____ Renewal:____ Change Address:___ Enclosed: Life:___$ Annual:____ $15.00/$10.00
Name:
Spouse:
Address: St
Zip:

Primary Phone # (H, W, C): e-mail:
Service Branch: Rank: Dates:

Units/Duty sta-
tions:




2011 VVB Officers

*President: Floyd Merckle 264 0581 *Vice Pres.: Don Wassmer 726 6752 *Treasurer: Ralph Ear-
russo 453 7498 Secretary/ Quartermaster: Linda Marhon 453 9824 *Sgt. @ Arms: John Schaefer
504 7680 *Membership Reps.: Linda Sulzer; 243-8755 Sue Merckle 264 0581, Rod Smith 632
6702 ;Bob Bodine 242 1904; *Membership Chairman: Billy Valashinas 323 6475 *Past President:
Bill Vagianos 431 0364

Contacts and Locations
VVB Bunker: (Veterans Assistance Program)- Ph. 321 690 0805; Fx. 321 690 0106
VVB Transitional Housing Facility: 700 Fee Ave., Melbourne 32901; Ph. 321 409 8167
Veterans Memorial Center : 400 S. Sykes Creek Pkwy., Merritt Island 329953; Ph. 321 453 1776
Legal Services: Shelly Campbell: 386 255 6573 X 2441; e-mail: shellyc@clsmf.org
Melbourne Vet Center: 2098 Sarno Rd., Melbourne 32935; 321 254 3410
VVB Annual Reunion: Wickham Park, Melbourne; Ralph Earrusso Ph. 321 453 7498; e-mail: Daydrmr333@aol.com
Brevard County Veteran Services Team: 321 633 2012
Veterans Administration, Viera: Benefits Info, Ph. 321 637 3693; Patient Advocate, Ph. 321 637 3788 X 3534
Rifle Team/Color guard : Bob Bodine; 321 242 1904, kbob4wic@ juno.com
School Speaker Program: Rod Smith; rsmith2580@bellsouth.net; 321 632 6702
Perimeter Report: Editor: Denise Wassmer , dmwassmer@yahoo.com ; Associate Editor: Jennifer Day

Florida Vietnam

And All Veterans Flor'ida.S 251.h Annual

Vietham & All Veterans Reunion
April 26-27-28-29, 2012

Memorial Walls April 22—29, 2012  at Beautiful Wickham Park, Melbourne, Florida

Wall Escort 10 AM Apr 22, 2012 - Web Page: www.floridaveteransreunion.com

=
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Together Then

25th Annual Reunion Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall - Web Page: www.travelingwall.us

Non-Profit

Vietnam and All Veterans of Brevard, Inc. Organization
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