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The Vietnam and All Veterans of Brevard, Inc., established in 1986 in Brevard County, Florida is a non-profit, non-partisan
organization of veterans, their families and supporters dedicated to perpetuate the spirit of patriotism, service and
remembrance to and for those who have served our nation honorably, risking life and status to insure its principles endure.

Legacy

The following excerpt is from a piece written by Sen. Jim Webb. The former Secretary of the Navy was awarded the Navy Cross, Silver
Star and the Bronze Star for valor while serving in the Marines during the Vietnam War. This tribute is about five or six years old and
just now came to our attention. We will publish the full article on-line in the July issue.
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The rapidly disappearing cohort of Americans that endured the Great
Depression and then fought World War 11 is receiving quite a send-off
from the leading lights of the so-called 60s generation. Tom Brokaw
has published two oral histories of "The Greatest Generation" that
feature ordinary people doing their duty and suggest that such conduct
was historically unique.

Chris Matthews of "Hardball" is fond of writing columns praising the
Navy service of his father while castigating his own baby boomer
generation for its alleged softness and lack of struggle. William
Bennett gave a startling condescending speech at the Naval Academy a
few years ago comparing the heroism of the "D-Day Generation" to the
drugs-and-sex nihilism of the "Woodstock Generation." And Steven
Spielberg, in promoting his film "Saving Private Ryan," was careful to
justify his portrayals of soldiers in action based on the supposedly
unique nature of World War Il.

An irony is at work here. Lest we forget, the World War 1l generation
now being lionized also brought us the Vietnam War, a conflict which
today's most conspicuous voices by and large opposed, and in which
few of them served. The "best and brightest” of the Vietnam age group

im Webb 1968 - once made headlines by castigating their parents for bringing about the
' war in which they would not fight, which has become the war they
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refuse to remember.

Pundits back then invented a term for this animus: the "generation gap.” Long, plaintive articles and even books were written
examining its manifestations. Campus leaders, who claimed precocious wisdom through the magical process of reading a few
controversial books, urged fellow baby boomers not to trust anyone over 30. Their elders who had survived the Depression and
fought the largest war in history were looked down upon as shallow, materialistic, and out of touch.

Those of us who grew up on the other side of the picket line from that era's counter-
culture can't help but feel a little leery of this sudden gush of appreciation for our elders
from the leading lights of the old counter-culture. Then and now, the national
conversation has proceeded from the dubious assumption that those who came of age
during Vietnam are a unified generation in the same sense as their parents were, and thus
are capable of being spoken for through these fickle elites.

In truth, the "Vietnam generation" is a misnomer. Those who came of age during that war are permanently divided by different
reactions to a whole range of counter-cultural agendas, and nothing divides them more deeply than the personal ramifications of the
war itself. The sizable portion of the Vietnam age group who declined to support the counter-cultural agenda, and especially the men
and women who opted to serve in the military during the Vietnam War, are quite different from their peers who for decades have
claimed to speak for them. In fact, they are much like the World War Il generation itself. For them, Woodstock was a side show,
college protestors were spoiled brats who would have benefited from having to work a few jobs in order to pay their tuition, and
Vietnam represented not an intellectual exercise in draft avoidance, or protest marches but a battlefield that was just as brutal as those
their fathers faced in World War 11 and Korea.

Few who served during Vietnam ever complained of a generation gap. The men who fought World War Il were their heroes and role
models. They honored their father's service by emulating it, and largely agreed with their father's wisdom in attempting to stop
Communism's reach in Southeast Asia.

The most accurate poll of their attitudes (Harris, 1980) showed that 91 percent were glad they'd served their country, 74 percent
enjoyed their time in the service, and 89 percent agreed with the statement that "our troops were asked to fight in a war which our
political leaders in Washington would not let them win." And most importantly, the castigation they received upon returning home
was not from the World War Il generation, but from the
very elites in their age group who supposedly spoke for
them.

Nine million men served in the military during Vietnam
War, three million of whom went to the Vietnam
Theater. Contrary to popular mythology, two-thirds of
these were volunteers, and 73 percent of those who died
were volunteers.

While some attention has been paid recently to the plight
of our prisoners of war, most of whom were pilots; there
has been little recognition of how brutal the war was for
those who fought it on the ground. Dropped onto the
enemy's terrain 12,000 miles away from home,
America's citizen-soldiers performed with a tenacity and
quality that may never be truly understood. Those who
believe the war was fought incompetently on a tactical
level should consider Hanoi's recent admission that 1.4
million of its soldiers died on the battlefield, compared
to 58,000 total U.S. dead.

Those who believe that it was a "dirty little war" where
the bombs did all the work might contemplate that is was the most costly war the U.S. Marine Corps has ever fought - five times as
many dead as World War I, three times as many dead as in Korea, and more total killed and wounded than in all of World War II.

Significantly, these sacrifices were being made at a time the United States was deeply divided over our effort in Vietnam. The baby-
boom generation had cracked apart along class lines as America's young men were making difficult, life-or-death choices about
serving. The better academic institutions became focal points for vitriolic protest against the war, with few of their graduates going
into the military. Harvard College, which had lost 691 alumni in World War 11, lost a total of 12 men in Vietnam from the



classes of 1962 through 1972 combined. Those classes at Princeton lost six, at MIT two. The media turned ever more hostile. And
frequently the reward for a young man's having gone through the trauma of combat was to be greeted by his peers with studied
indifference of outright hostility.

What is a hero? My heroes are the young men who faced the issues of war and possible death, and
then weighed those concerns against obligations to their country. Citizen-soldiers who interrupted
their personal and professional lives at their most formative stage, in the timeless phrase of the
Confederate Memorial in Arlington National Cemetery, "not for fame of reward, not for place or
for rank, but in simple obedience to duty, as they understood it." Who suffered loneliness, disease,
and wounds with an often-contagious elan. And who deserve a far better place in history than that
now offered them by the so-called spokesman of our so-called generation.

Mr. Brokaw, Mr. Matthews, Mr. Bennett, Mr. Spielberg, meet my Marines. 1969 was an odd year
to be in Vietnam. Second only to 1968 in terms of American casualties, it was the year made
famous by Hamburger Hill, as well as the gut-wrenching Life cover story showing pictures of 242 Americans who had been killed in
one average week of fighting. Back home, it was the year of Woodstock, and of numerous anti-war rallies that culminated in the
Moratorium march on Washington. The My Lai massacre hit the papers and was seized upon the anti-war movement as the
emblematic moment of the war. Lyndon Johnson left Washington in utter humiliation.

Richard Nixon entered the scene, destined for an even worse fate. In the An Hoa Basin southwest of Danang, the Fifth Marine
Regiment was in its third year of continuous combat operations. Combat is an unpredictable and inexact environment, but we were
well led. As a rifle platoon and company commander, | served under a succession of three regimental commanders who had cut their
teeth in World War Il, and four different battalion commanders, three of whom had seen combat in Korea. The company commanders
were typically captains on their second combat tour in Vietnam, or young first lieutenants like myself who were given companies after
many months of "bush time" as platoon commanders in the Basin's tough and unforgiving environs.

The Basin was one of the most heavily contested areas in Vietnam, its torn, cratered earth offering every sort of wartime possibility.
In the mountains just to the west, not far from the Ho Chi Minh Trail, the North Vietnamese Army operated an infantry division from
an area called Base Area 112. In the valleys of the Basin, main-force Viet Cong battalions whose ranks were 80 percent North
Vietnamese Army regulars moved against the Americans every day. Local Viet Cong units sniped and harassed. Ridgelines and
paddy dikes were laced with sophisticated booby traps of every size, from a hand grenade to a 250-pound bomb. The villages sat in
the rice paddies and tree lines like individual fortresses, crisscrossed with the trenches and spider holes, their homes sporting bunkers
capable of surviving direct hits from large-caliber artillery shells. The Viet Cong infrastructure was intricate and permeating. Except
for the old and the very young, villagers who did not side with the Communists had either been killed or driven out to the government
controlled enclaves near Danang.

In the rifle companies, we spent the endless months patrolling ridgelines and villages and mountains, far away from any notion of
tents, barbed wire, hot food, or electricity. Luxuries were limited to what would fit inside one's pack, which after a few "humps"
usually boiled down to letter-writing material, towel, soap, toothbrush, poncho liner, and a small transistor radio.

We moved through the boiling heat with 60 pounds of
weapons and gear, causing a typical Marine to drop 20
percent of his body weight while in the bush. When we
stopped we dug chest-deep fighting holes and slit trenches for
toilets. We slept on the ground under makeshift poncho
hootches, and when it rained we usually took our hootches
down because wet ponchos shined under illumination flares,
making great targets. Sleep itself was fitful, never more than
an hour or two at a stretch for months at a time as we mixed
daytime patrolling with night-time ambushes, listening posts,
foxhole duty, and radio watches. Ringworm, hookworm,
malaria, and dysentery were common, as was trench foot
when the monsoons came. Respite was rotating back to the
mud-filled regimental combat base at An Hoa for four or five
days, where rocket and mortar attacks were frequent and our
troops manned defensive

bunkers at night. Which makes it kind of hard to get excited
about tales of Woodstock, or camping at the Vineyard during
summer break.

We had been told while training that Marine officers in the



rifle companies had an 85 percent probability of being killed or wounded, and the experience of "Dying Delta," as our company was
known, bore that out. Of the officers in the bush when I arrived, our company commander was wounded, the weapons platoon
commander wounded, the first platoon commander was killed, the

second platoon commander was wounded twice, and I, commanding the third platoons fared no better. Two of my original three-
squad leaders were killed, and the third shot in the stomach. My platoon sergeant was severely wounded, as was my right guide. By
the time | left, my platoon | had gone through six radio operators, five of them casualties.

These figures were hardly unique; in fact, they were typical. Many other units; for instance, those who fought the hill battles around
Khe Sanh, or were with the famed Walking Dead of the Ninth Marine Regiment, or were in the battle of Hue City or at Dai Do, had it
far worse.

When | remember those days and the very young men who spent them with me, | am continually amazed, for these were mostly recent
civilians barely out of high school, called up from the cities and the farms to do their year in hell and then return. Visions haunt me
every day, not of the nightmares of war but of the steady consistency with which my Marines faced their responsibilities, and of how
uncomplaining most of them were in the face of constant danger. The salty, battle-hardened 20-year-olds teaching green 19-year-olds
the intricate lessons of the hostile battlefield. The unerring skill of the young squad leaders as we moved through unfamiliar villages
and weed-choked trails in the black of night. The quick certainty when a fellow Marine was wounded and needed help. Their
willingness to risk their lives to save other Marines in peril. To this day it stuns me that their own countrymen have so completely
missed the story of their service, lost in the bitter confusion of the war itself.

Like every military unit throughout history we had occasional laggards, cowards, and complainers. But in the aggregate, these
Marines were the finest people I have ever been around. It has been my privilege to keep up with many of them over the years since
we all came home. One finds in them very little bitterness about the war in which they fought. The most common regret, almost to a
man, is that they were not able to do more for each other and for the people they came to help.

It would be redundant to say that | would trust my life to these men; because | already have, in more ways than I can ever recount. |
am alive today because of their quiet, unaffected heroism, such valor epitomizes the conduct of Americans at war from the first days
of our existence. That the boomer elites can canonize this sort of conduct in our fathers generation alone constitutes a conscious,
continuing travesty.

AWar is a very political thing and it gets argud&dd abo
it should be because itdéds a terrible thing. wButétiheiyoung
experience is not a political one. They | in to serve thei
there and serve, and sometimes die for their country and | think we owe it to them to
understand their experience without the burden of politics

We need to understand what they went through and honor them for it. If we do that
we will be able to bring these people home and reincorporate them into society in a way
that honors them 6in a way they des e+ \Bebasban Junger, author of War; 5/27/10

VERNON BAKER DIES AT 90: The black WWII hero who was belatedly awarded the Medal of
Honor for his actions in Europe, died this month at his home in Idaho.

As a young 2™ Lt. Baker found his platoon caught behind enemy lines near Viareggio,
Italy in April, 1945. He led his platoon out of that predicament the only way he could; by
fighting their way out. In the process they destroyed numerous German machine gun positions
killing more than two dozen Germans before crawling their way to safety.

It wasn’t until 1997 that Baker’s leadership in that action was recognized by President
Clinton. Baker was only one of seven black soldiers to receive the Nation’s highest honor for
valor during WWII.

Baker left the Army in 1968 and continued his support of the military with the Red
Cross counseling distressed military families and soldiers returning from Veitnam.

Vernon Baker

POW/MIA

ON JULY 23rd TWO NAVY MEN drove out of Kandahar, Afghanistan in a civilian vehicle and were captured by the Taliban. JCS
Chairman, Adm. Michael Mullen confirmed that one of the navy men was killed and the other remains in the hands of the Taliban.
According to one CNN correspondent that apparently gets press releases from our enemy, the Taliban is not yet sure of the price they
will demand for his release. No other information is available at this time.



President’s Message

Greetings to all Vietnam and All Veterans of Brevard members. We are well into the summer
months and there are a number of activities that | would like to let you know about. John Schaefer is in the
process of rearranging the bunker so that we know a little more about what we have there. The air
conditioner that was located at the small office that is at 1125 W. King St. behind the bunker has quit on us
and is not repairable so John donated one of his own to install at that location. John has also taken on the
responsibility of sending out the “thank you” letters for the donations that we receive at the Transitional
Facility. Many thanks to John for the responsibility he has taken on.

Ralph Earrusso and John Schaefer have been in contact with our county government to see what
kind of cooperation the county might be able to extend to us to continue our mission of assisting the
veteran’s community. Ralph has developed an excellent rapport with the county commissioners and the
county staff and can certainly state our mission and needs to them better than anyone else | know. Thanks
to Ralph for the time and effort he puts to into this issue.

As | write this, our Traveling Memorial Wall is located in Grand Island, NE. Greg has seven more locations to go to before
the end of the year. He and his wife have been busy completing the agreed upon contract appearances this year. When Greg is in
town he comes to our “general membership” meeting and gives us a pretty good rundown on where he has been and some of the
things that they have experienced while on they are on the road. Worth hearing, so come to the “general membership” meeting to hear
what he has to say.

We have several scheduled activities in the next few months. On August 15 at 1:00 PM the organization will hold its
Reunion “thank you” luncheon at the New Century Buffet on Merritt Island. On August 28th the Veterans Transitional Facility will
celebrate 20 years of operation. There will be a short ceremony at 9:00 AM and then an open house until 1:00 PM. On September
28th at 7:00 PM we will hold our annual POW/MIA Remembrance Ceremony at the Veterans Memorial Center on Merritt Island. As
you can see we have several important activities scheduled and | would like to encourage all to attend.

Finally, the Vietnam and All Veterans of Brevard has formed a pistol team to shoot in the Tuesday night league at the Police
Hall of Fame range in Titusville. They have adopted the “VVB Marksman” as the name of the team. Competitors include Don
Wassmer and his wife Denise, Ken Baker, John Schaefer and his wife, and Greg Welsh. We wish them much success as they represent
the organization.

One last note before I close, for those who have not renewed their memberships for 2010 | would encourage you to do so.
We do depend on your annual dues to provide funding for the organization to support our veteran’s community. Thanks for your time.

In House

PASSINGS: The VVB lost DEER FEHER of Titusville this month. Deer and husband, Dave were heavily involved in Reunion
activities. She died after a long illness. Deer will be missed by all.

PATRIOT GUARD RIDERS IN BREVARD paid tribute to one of their own. Marine veteran Patrick Michael Rooney, 60 died this
month. His ashes remained with his bike at the funeral home in Cocoa Beach then Rooney’s remains were escorted by his brothers to
his home on Merritt Island.

SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: The VVB wishes our following members a speedy recovery. For privacy reasons, details are withheld.
If contact information is listed, you may inquire.

Chuck Kosack, Jim Peterman, Frank Marhon, Linda Wasmuth, Ranaie Siebold, Brenda Lancaster and Ken Baker
LETTERS: First, | want to thank all of you who offered up prayers for my wife, Linda a while back. Her [test] came back great -
nothing wrong. However, [another problem] needed surgery. .. If I can call on you once again | would appreciate your prayers that all
goes well and we can get this out of the way. Thanks to all and God Bless, --Ronald Wasmuth.

ADDRESS CHANGE: We are no longer receiving mail at the Bunker. All correspondence should be sent to:
Vietnam and All Veterans of Brevard (or VVB)
P.O. Box 237225
Cocoa, FL 32923-7225

MUCH OF OUR IN HOUSE INFORMATION is covered in Floyd Merckle’s message this month. But here’s a little more detail:



REUNION ‘THANK YOU’ LUNCHEON will be held on August 15" at the New Century Buffet on Merritt Island. The Buffet is
located on Courtney Parkway about three miles north of 520. It is in a strip mall on your left heading north across the street from the
bowling alley. The luncheon begins at 1:00 PM and if you had anything at all to do with the success of this year’s Reunion, you are
most welcome to join us so we can say, thank you.

THE VETERANS TRANSITIONAL FACILITY is celebrating 20 years of service to Brevard veterans and their families. There
will be a short ceremony at the facility at 9:00 AM and the open house will continue until 1:00 PM. The facility is located on Fee Ave.
in Melbourne two blocks east of the Melbourne library. This place was a miracle aided by a lot of hard work and sacrifice on the part
of veterans looking out for their own.

POW/MIA REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY is scheduled to take place on September 28" this year. The 7:00 PM tribute is held at
the Veterans Memorial Center located behind Merritt Square Mall at the southeast end.

THE VIETNAM TRAVELING MEMORIAL WALL paid a visit to Grand Island, Nebraska over the 4™ of July weekend. Due to copyright
laws we are unable to bring you some of the articles and photos from that event on-line. However, for those of you who would like to see how your
efforts to create that memorial are appreciated throughout the country, search: Grand Island Independent + Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall. There
you will find several options to access the /ndependent s archives. Click on the ‘Photos” for July 1% and 2™ to see the pictures of the set-up and Wall
display. It is well worth the effort.

In addition, the Independent has given us permission to reprint a cartoon about the Wall’s visit there. It will appear in the August print issue
only.

MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS PRIVILEGES. But you may not think so since your only advantage over non-members seems to be receipt of
the print newsletter. And what’s the advantage of that if non-members can access the newsletter on-line?

Well, first there are voting rights. As a member you get a say in the direction of the organization. Even if you are an inactive
member, you may participate at any time you wish. There is a bit more camaraderie among active members for which | can vouch,
having been inactive for more than 12 years myself. There is no pecking order among active combat veterans, non-combat veterans,
family members or supporters. There is no hierarchy of branch of service. We are actively looking to fill our ranks with post-Vietnam
vets. We are acutely aware that our fathers, veterans of WWII and Korea were a bit more skeptical of us than we are of our own
offspring. Perhaps because of that, we are more willing to open our ranks to the brotherhood rather than the era.

You may have noticed that we are a veteran’s organization without a liquor license. But this doesn’t mean we have no social
events. What it does mean is that we are more oriented toward service and specifically to local service. If you are a Brevard veteran,
family member or supporter from any era, you are a potential member of The Vietnam and All Veterans of Brevard. To make yourself
official, send in your dues.

Now about that newsletter; your membership comes with a print version of the Perimeter Report. While the web version may
be more comprehensive, the print issue is more exclusive. Those of you who read both may have noticed that. Next month we will be
printing the cartoon from the Grand Island Independent. This is a poignant, well thought out piece about our Wall from the
perspective of one who knows nothing about the efforts to create it or get it there but none-the-less shows a remarkable appreciation
for its existence and his opportunity to stand in front of it. You will have to receive the August print issue to see that tribute from that
Nebraska cartoonist. You will have to be a member.

Occasionally some of our members go above and beyond their commitment to continue to serve their brothers and we are
able to tell you about it in the print issue; but not on-line. If the story is too intimate, the names or situations too sensitive, it may not
even make the print issue. You may only hear about it at the General Membership meeting. This is where | began rebuilding my own
camaraderie after a thirty-five year hiatus. I built it with veterans and family members from other branches of service from different
times (Vietnam consumed an entire generation). | learned things | had never known on active duty such as the contribution of our
female veterans, the incredible sacrifices of family members and the fate of many combat wounded vets who saw much less of the
world than | did and came home with no souvenirs, no memorabilia, no photos and no tangible history of their sacrifice. Most
importantly, many of them never got to say good-bye to their buddies nor learned of their fate. My ignorance of such things would
have taken me to the grave had | not decided to activate my membership in the VVVB; and | served more than four years as a forward
observer in more than a dozen Marine infantry units. Why didn’t I know this? Well, it wasn’t my experience. The same thing is
happening to our troops today. Now | understand, even though it is still not my experience.

Today | have a job, an important one that these veterans and family members trusted to me. Now | serve them, and you; and
it only costs me $15.00 a year. | also serve and have become friends with veterans beyond Brevard who come together at our Reunion.
I am a member of the VVB. My membership rekindled a pride in my unremarkable service put there by those of you with
extraordinary service, both overseas and at the home front and others like myself, willing to serve when it was unpopular to do so.
Membership has its privileges.

NEWSLETTER: Speaking of jobs, your editor had to take one recently since his business of some 31 years had to come to an end. |
don’t know how that is going to affect the newsletter output since I now have a boss. So far I don’t foresee any major changes but
things aren’t as flexible as they once were.

VVB PROFILES: Years ago we used to publish a membership list with units each year. We also published a list of VVVB member
birthdays and anniversaries each month. The effort to do this was exhausting but it was a popular feature which allowed the



membership to see who else was a part of the organization. We simply don’t have the manpower to do that again since there were only
three additional people who took over most of Ken Baker’s duties here at the Perimeter Report—and Ken’s still involved. But one
way we can get the membership acquainted with each other is to profile a few members each month. You do not have to be active to
participate but you should be a member. For those who for whatever reason are not members but contribute to and are well known to
us, I will be contacting you for your input as well.

A photo would be a nice addition to the profile and we can all recognize you at the next Reunion. If you do not care to
participate just ignore the questionnaire. For those who wish to introduce themselves please e-mail answers to the following questions
to hancrafters@bellsouth.net-- subject line: VVB Profiles. Profile text will only be 5-10 lines and should have a photo attachment. |
will be confirming each submission.

Your Name?-

When did you join the VVB?-

Why?-

What VVB activities have you been involved in?-

What is the most important, fulfilling or life-changing accomplishment or event of your life?-
If you’re a vet, where, when and with what unit(s) did you serve?-

Other information such as birthplace, membership in other organizations, career accomplishments, etc.are also welcome. I will send
you a copy of the text prior to publication for your approval. No promises can be made on when or even if your profile gets published.
But your information will go nowhere else but the VVB and will be destroyed after publication. If there are interesting members that
you know that | have yet to meet. Introduce us.

MEETING COVERAGE: I missed the July General Membership meeting so there will be no review this month. | apologize to VTF
Director Paul Whitmore for losing his report last month and not showing up to get it this month. We should be back on track with this
in August.

Brevard News/Events

RUSS GAMBILL is keeping us up-dated on the tragic loss of a deployed airman’s wife while giving birth to their third child.

My name is Chief Master Sergeant Ray Lagasse and | am the First Sergeant for the Air Force Technical Applications Center here at
Patrick Air Force Base. | am emailing you today to introduce myself, but also to provide you with an update on MSgt Robinson. |
have asked MSgt Robinson if | can share his name and basis details. MSgt Robinson and the children (Daniel - 6, Caitlyn - 3, and
Abigail - 29 days) will be arriving on Tuesday (6 July). He has elected to live on-base for now and the family will be living in
temporary facility until his furniture arrives. | signed for his on-base home yesterday. The support from the on and off-base
communities has been outstanding and MSgt Robinson is very appreciative of that. This very unfortunate incident has left him trying
to get his life back in order. Some additional assistance might be needed once he arrives and attempts to get settled with the children.
If you have any questions, please contact myself or Stacey. My phone number is (321) 494-1787.

VETERANS SUMMIT: Congressman Bill Posey has two staff members responsible solely for veteran’s issues. On August 11 he
will be hosting a summit at the Brevard County Government Complex Commission Chambers located at Building ‘C’, 2725 Judge
Fran Jamieson Way in Viera. This is your opportunity to speak directly to the Congressman about the issues concerning veterans. It is
free of charge and open to all concerned. However, you must RSVP to the Congressman’s office at www.posey.house.gov/RSVP or
call 321 632 1776 so they can get an idea of how many to expect.

August 11" is a Wednesday and the summit is scheduled to begin at 3:00 PM. It should run about 2 hours.

BOWL FOR THE TROOPS: Women Reaching Women’s’ 2nd annual bowl for the troops is to benefit women and children who
need funding for professional care in order to understand their loved one who has come home from war and suffers from Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).

The community is invited to participate in this opportunity to ‘ give back’ to our military families for the price they have paid
for our freedom. We invite you to participate in this bowl-a-thon by purchasing bowling tickets (3 games plus shoes), purchasing a
sponsor lane banner, a sponsor veteran banner, or by donating monetarily, service or product.

Please use this form if you would like to donate monetarily, a service or a product to be used in a raffle or giveaways. A
great way to promote your business as well!

Thank you for your support.---Donna Long
This event will take place at River Lanes in Titusville on August 14th at 2:00 PM. PR did not receive the form Donna refers to above
so if you would like to participate or find out more about it contact Donna Long at 321 704 0034 or visit their website at

www.womenreachingwomenFl.org
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Veterans’ News/Events

LOST DD-214s and other records can be accessed on-line at http://www.archives.gov/veterans/evetrecs/index.html. The response
time is much quicker than the 4-6 weeks usually taken by mailed requests. (Thanks to Don Harribine for the reminder).

AGENT ORANGE PRESUMPTIVE AILMENTS BACK ON TRACK: VA Secretary Eric Shinseki added three more illnesses,
including heart disease to the presumptive list of ailments caused by exposure to Agent Orange last October. He said, “Veterans whose
health was harmed during their military service are entitled to the best this nation has to offer. We are undertaking an unprecedented
modernization of our claims process to ensure timely and accurate delivery of that commitment.”

That initiative has been held up by none other than Sen. Jim Webb of Virginia, who wants Shinseki to justify the additions
before a Congressional panel later this year. This is the same Jim Webb who wrote the feature piece in this month’s Legacy section.

On July 15th a top administrative law court overseeing the Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims has ordered Shinseki to
publish the new rules thus dampening Webb’s inexplicable attempt to prevent them from taking effect.

This doesn’t mean the battle is over and the presumptions are secure. It does mean that there is heavy legal support for
Shinseki’s efforts.

The sub story here is why Webb would oppose such a sweep of the road blocks that came too late for many other veterans
suffering from these diseases caused by Agent Orange and other contaminants. The Camp Lejeune water contamination case which
became known in 1987 is just now being addressed. The VA is going about this quietly. Senior Marine officers were reportedly
reluctant to let this one out of the bag. Why?

There are some military leaders who attain high rank or civilian office who seem to forget their roots in the ranks. John
Murtha, John Kerry and John McCain are all high profile examples. When we look at Webb’s tribute to his Marines we are looking at
a sincere love of his men. When we see him now hold up the funds to treat these same men, older now; just what are we looking at?

Congress just appropriated $34 billion in funds it doesn’t have to extend unemployment compensation way beyond its legal
bounds. It compensated the victims of 9/11 millions of dollars for an act of war. Community organizations such as ACORN are given
billions to rig elections. But when the U.S. government along with corporate manufacturers of these deadly herbicides dumped this
poison on thousands of men in combat we require them to prove they were poisoned before we will pay for their treatment? What’s
wrong with this picture?

One man hasn’t forgotten the men he fought with in this story; and that is Eric Shinseki. By the way, we put his parents in an
internment camp during WWIL. If he hasn’t forgotten that, it does seem like he’s forgiven it.

Danger Close

VETERANS LOSE IN NEW FED HIRING ORDERS: On May 11, the President issued a memorandum titled, “Improving the
Federal Recruitment and Hiring Process.”
Section 1. Directions to Agencies. Agency heads shall take the following actions no later than November 1, 2010:
(a) consistent with merit system principles and other requirements of title 5, United States Code, and subject to guidance to be issued
by the Office of Personnel Management (OPM), adopt hiring procedures that:
(1) Eliminate any requirement that applicants respond to essay-style questions when submitting their initial application materials for
any Federal job;
(2) allow individuals to apply for Federal employment by submitting resumes and cover letters or completing simple, plain language
applications, and assess applicants using valid, reliable tools; and
(3) provide for selection from among a larger number of qualified applicants by using the "category rating" approach (as authorized
by section 3319 of title 5, United States Code), rather than the "rule of 3" approach, under which managers may only select from
among the three highest scoring applicants...;
The memorandum states the President’s intention to improve the quality of applicants seeking federal jobs by eliminating one
of the most revealing aspects to determine high quality applicants; the essay-style answers. (sec. 1, a, (1)). Section a(3), calls for a
larger pool of applicants by using the “category rating approach ...rather than the ‘rule of 3* approach”.
Under Title 5, Sec. 3319 USC, the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) may establish a category rating system for hiring.
The category rating system does away with numeric score priority in favor of a more numerous pool of applicants placed in two or
more categories. The “rule of 3” is the practice of selecting one applicant among the highest three. In the case where the top three
include two preference eligible veterans and one non-preference civilian, the hiring authority must select one of the two veterans.
However, once this new category rating system is established, “preference-eligibles shall be listed ahead of individuals who are not
preference eligibles.” The memorandum simply eliminates the “rule of 3”” and increases the pool of applicants to be considered.
Federal hiring authorities are no longer selecting from the top three applicants but may do their hiring through more numerous
categories. Veterans are preference eligible in abundance since their service adds points to their eligibility scores but selection from
more numerous “categories” dilute their numbers.
Section 2. b. and c. of the memorandum orders its hiring agencies to:
(b) develop a plan to promote diversity in the Federal workforce, consistent with the merit system principle (codified at 5 U.S.C.
2301(b)(1)) that the Federal Government should endeavor to achieve a workforce from all segments of society;


http://www.archives.gov/veterans/evetrecs/index.html

(c) evaluate the Federal Career Intern Program established by Executive Order 13162 of July 6, 2000, provide recommendations
concerning the future of that program, and propose a framework for providing effective pathways into the Federal Government for
college students and recent college graduates;

And section 3 of the President’s memorandum is without subsections, plain and simple:

Sec. 3. Senior Administration Officials. Agency heads and other senior administration officials visiting university or college
campuses on official business are encouraged to discuss career opportunities in the Federal Government with students ...

It really isn’t certain how much damage this will do to veterans seeking federal jobs. It seems like such a subtle change. But
the federal government is the only industry with positive hiring statistics. Three here, five there, soon the numbers begin to add up.
Nor is it clear if the President is making his own law or simply de-emphasizing sections of it. But it does look like veterans are being
subordinated to college students.

Generally, veterans bring with them discipline, experience and leadership; college students bring their left wing ideology.
Which would you rather have working for you with the collective might of the federal government behind them?

SHARING THE VALOR: Last March we introduced you to Ernie, a Marine responsible for winning the Vietnam War; had it not
been for that serial killer charge he had to face. When Ernie spoke of his combat exploits to church groups he had to push a wheel
barrow in front of him lest he tip over from the weight of all his medals. We told you about the real Vietnam vet who displayed a
Medal of Honor license plate and assumed he had been awarded that honor because the State actually sent him the plate without
challenge.

We also told you about Rick Strandlof, founder of the Colorado Veterans Alliance (CVA) under the name of Rick Duncan.
Strandlof actually succeeded in doing some good work for veterans with the CVA and attracted the anti-war crowd along with some
local politicians. His Executive Board found some inconsistencies in its founder’s stories and the subsequent investigation led to
Strandlof’s downfall as well as that of the CVA.

Although nutty Ernie and the pitiful vet who thought he was a hero because his license plate said so were caught, they
weren’t national news and thus treated and released so to speak. Strandlof though, was a keeper. The publicity he generated about
himself and his iconic persona forced him into an indictment for violating the Stolen Valor Act of 2006.

His trial ended this month in an acquittal. Not surprisingly, the ACLU was on his side. U.S. District Judge Robert Blackburn
dismissed the case calling the law unconstitutional. The government, he concluded did not show it had a compelling reason to prevent
Strandlof from awarding himself as many medals as he liked for not serving in any military branch. Strandlof’s combat exploits could
not be abridged simply because he had none.

In its “friend of the court brief” filed by the ACLU, attorney Christopher Beall said that the Stolen Valor Act is flawed
because it doesn’t require the prosecution to show anyone was harmed or defamed by the lie. This should be a good defense for the
next counterfeiting defendant. No one is harmed by fake money so long as everyone treats it as real money. But if you let the first
counterfeiter go, what’s to keep everyone else from photocopying their own money? Couldn’t that be an argument for freedom of the
press—another first amendment issue? No one really gets harmed until there is so much money that it becomes worthless. Then
everyone gets harmed equally. That would be social justice. Isn’t that the utopia we’re all dreaming of?

If all students can give themselves an ‘A’ why would you need a “B’? Everyone graduates and goes to college with honors.
What a country this would be; full of intellectuals. We could do away with resumes because every applicant would be qualified for
every good job. What did mom say a good job was? A good job is one which pays the most for the least amount of work. We could all
work for that counterfeit money.

What about the Oscars, the Emmys, the Tony awards and the Grammies? Anyone who starred in a school play, filmed
themselves on You Tube or sang at a karaoke bar should get one of those awards. If we apply the Strandlof standard, people should be
able to get any of those awards for not doing any of those things.

Perhaps we have a bit of inequity here with the argument. Christopher Beall is an attorney. He is highly educated in
Constitutional law. Yet he can’t see the harm in a little self-awarding; particularly with real awards. Your editor was formally
educated to 10" grade and spent most of his post military career as a laborer. But | have just shown you some sample harm in only a
few categories. I do not wish to trump Mr. Beall’s intellect with my common sense. All I want from Mr. Beall is his acceptance. |
would like to award myself the highest grade on the Bar exam and become a lawyer like him. What’s the harm in that?

The truth is that a military award for valor is diminished alongside a purchased award for valor. This court ruling makes it
legal to purchase valor; or at least the tangible trappings of it. What then, becomes of military awards in general? They are no longer
awards if they can be purchased by anyone.

But military awards tell a silent story; a general story perhaps but the colors of that award distinguish between valor,
extraordinary achievement or even historical events. They represent codes of respect to be read by the peers of the wearer who
understand the colors. And the award for valor or achievement itself only came on the recommendation of those peers who witnessed
the act that produced it.

Military awards are more respected than Oscars or Nobel Prizes because campaigns are launched to receive the latter. Many a
valor award recipient has stated that others gave as much as he but were simply not noticed. And that is so very true.

So, Your Honor, how did you get that title without the slightest understanding of what it means? Any lawyer that wins an
election to a judge’s seat can demand the title of “Your Honor’. For us it is much more sacred then that. When we earn that title it is
only because at least one of us was bleeding; or even dying. Why should we share that with a phony?
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All submissions, comments, delivery problems or other matters related to this publication should be forwarded to the Editor, Dick
Lancaster at hancrafters@bellsouth.net, or fax to 321 956 2115. All submissions are subject to editing.

Deadlines will be the Friday prior to the General Membership meeting. The Perimeter Report will print on that weekend. This means that
any event scheduled for the first two weeks of any month must be submitted five weeks before the event. The mailings go out on the day of the
General Membership meeting. Net posting should be one week later.

Submissions by e-mail must contain the subject line: ‘“VVB Newsletter’ to be timely noticed. Your editor works out of town a lot and 200-
300 e-mails is a lot to pour through when | return. Thank you for participating.

Editor: Dick Lancaster 321 693 1201 Associate Editor: Phyllis Brannen Publication Supervisor: Ken Baker Technical Assistant: Brenda
Lancaster Webmaster: Bob Williamson

Section 2.3

To make available to the public, information regarding the worthwhile and noteworthy contributions to the Brevard County
community by Vietnam and all Veterans, and information regarding the activities and programs initiated by the corporation.

Section 2.4

To work toward the elimination of discrimination suffered by Vietnam and all Veterans and to develop channels of communication,
which will assist Vietnam and all Veterans to maximize self-realization and enrichment of their lives and enhance life fulfillment.
Section 2.5

To study on a nonpartisan basis proposed legislation or rules and regulations introduced in any federal, state, or local legislative or
administrative body which may affect the social, economic, educational or physical welfare of Vietnam and all Veterans, and develop

policy proposals designed to address the value of such proposed legislation.

Section 2.6

To conduct and publish research on a nonpartisan basis, pertaining to the relationship between all Veterans and the American society,
the Combat experience, and the role of the United States in securing a peaceful coexistence in the world community

The above four By-Laws pertain to the Perimeter Report or any other form of communication generated by the VVB. The
primary function of any newsletter is to make the membership and other interested parties aware of the activities of the organization.
Sometimes there isn’t a whole lot to report because there isn’t a whole lot going on. If you have something the membership should
know about don’t expect to see it here unless you tell us about it. If you have submitted by e-mail, which we prefer, then please put
‘VVB Newsletter’ on the subject line. We get hundreds of them.

Please remember that | am solely responsible for the content of the newsletter; but you own it. All articles and features not
otherwise designated are written by me. The content cannot represent the VVB as a whole but it can come closer with submissions by
other members. We are non-partisan which does not mean you cannot submit a particular point of view. It means that I will accept all
points of view. We do not publish profanity so submissions from senior NCOs will be returned along with a bar of soap. After you
have cleaned the submission, return it but keep the soap for future. --Dick Lancaster, Editor July, 2010

2010 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION - CHANGE OF ADDRESS - RENEWAL FORM
VIETNAM AND ALL VETERANS OF BREVARD, INC. P.0.Box 237225 Cocoa, FL 32932-7225

Membership in the Vietnam and All Veterans of Brevard is open to all concerned at a yearly fee of $15
(Jan-Dec). After July 1 all new members $10. You need not be a Veteran to join, but if you are, we need a
copy of your DD-214. We also have a Life Membership for a non-refundable fee of $175, prorated with age

55-64 $125 age 65 and up $75.

( ) - 2010 Membership $15 ()-Life$
Name (As listed on card) Spouse
Address Home Phone
City State Zipt4 Work Phone
Occupation E-Mail Address
Branch of Service Rank Dates
Units in Service

Location in Service Dates

Birth Dates: Self Spouse Kids
Marriage Anniversary Date Sponsored By:

Comments

| Do Not Want To Join Now, Send Me Your Next Newsletter So | Can See What the VVB Is All About


mailto:hancrafters@bellsouth.net

2010 VB Officers

*President: Floyd Merckle 264 0581 *Vice Pres.: Don Wassmer 726 6752 *Treasurer: Ralph Earrusso 453 7498
Secretary/ Quartermaster: Linda Marhon 453 9824 *Sgt. @ Arms: John Schaefer 504 7680
*Membership Reps.: Jacque Earrusso 453 7498; Sue Merckle 264 0581; Rod Smith 632 6702 ; Greg Welsh 501 6896;
Ken Baker 632 4928 *Membership Chairman: Billy Valashinas 323 6475 *Past President: Bill VVagianos 431

0364 Contacts and Locations

VVB Bunker: (Veterans Assistance Program)- Ph. 321 690 0805

VVB Transitional Housing Facility: 700 Fee Ave., Melbourne 32901; Ph. 321 409 8167

Veterans Memorial Center: 400 S. Sykes Creek Pkwy., Merritt Island 329953; Ph. 321 453 1776

Titusville Veterans Memorial: Bob Socks bobbysocks@cfl.rr.com; 321-848-1630

American Legion Post 22: 241 Peachtree St., Cocoa 32022

Melbourne Vet Center: 2098 Sarno Rd., Melbourne 32935; 321 254 3410

VVB Annual Reunion: Wickham Park, Melbourne; (Entrance on Parkway Drive between Wickham Road and US 1). Ralph Earrusso
Ph. 321 453 7498; e-mail: Daydrmr333@aol.com

Brevard County Veteran Services Team: 321 633 2012
Veterans Administration, Viera: Benefits Information, Ph. 321 637 3693; Patient Advocate, Ph. 321 637 3788 X 3534
Rifle Team: Bob Bodine; 321 242 1904, kbob4wic@juno.com

Color Guard: Tom Hart; 321 254 3514.

School Speaker Program: Rod Smith; rsmith2580@bellsouth.net; 321 632 6702
Perimeter Report: (VVVB Newsletter); e-mail; hancrafters@bellsouth.net
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